
We are starting the journey to establish the
Insect Protein Production Expertise Center
(IPPEC): an international innovation hub and
living lab in development. By the end of the
project, our goal is to create a place where
knowledge, innovation, and collaboration in
the insect sector come together –
positioning the Netherlands as a hub for
sustainable proteins.
Based in the Peel region of the Netherlands,
IPPEC will connect entrepreneurs,
researchers, students, farmers,
governments, and civil society organisations.
Together, we aim to build sustainable food
systems for the future, with insect farming
as a key link in the transition to circular
proteins.

IPPEC follows the quadruple helix model, connecting
business, government, academia, and civil society.
Core partners include Insect Engineers, New
Generation Nutrition (NGN), IQ-Climate, Nijsen, and
Feed Design Lab, alongside regional and international
partners who share our ambition.

Developing best practices for farming Black Soldier
Fly (BSF), mealworms, and crickets using locally
sourced organic by-products, and exploring and
testing new technologies such as digital twin
models, climate systems, and automation.

Building a network and knowledge platform for
professionals, students, and newcomers, providing
opportunities for exchange, collaboration, and joint
learning.

Driving new applications, processes, and business
models in the insect sector, including preparing
support programmes for start-ups.
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PLATFORM

INSECT LEARNING
COMMUNITY

INNOVATION &
DEVELOPMENT

We aim to break down barriers in the insect sector by
building towards large-scale, sustainable production,
active knowledge sharing, and innovation across the
entire value chain – from feedstock to final product.

WHY IPPEC?
 Traditional protein production requires large

amounts of land, water, and energy, and
causes significant CO₂ emissions. Insects

offer a circular, efficient, and local alternative.
IPPEC will accelerate this transition by

bringing together knowledge, innovation, and
practice.


